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the fathers assembled together to deliberate about the foundation of their
Order, and their consultations were accompanied by fervent prayers, tears,
watchings and penitential austerities, which they practised with a most
ardent desire of pleasing our Lord alone, and of seeking in all things his
greater glory and the good of souls.   After waiting a whole year to find
an opportunity of passing into Palestine, and finding execution of that
design impracticable on account of the war between the Venetians and
the Turks, St Ignatius and his company offered themselves to his holiness
to be employed as he should judge most expedient in the service of their
neighbour.   The pope accepted their offer, and ordered them to preach
and instruct in Rome till he should otherwise employ them.    St Francis
exercised his functions in the Church of St Laurence, in Damaso, in which
he appeared so active that no one distinguished himself by a more ardent
charity or a more edifying zeal.   Govea, a Portuguese, formerly president
of the college of St Barbara, at Paris, happened to be then at Rome whither
John III, King of Portugal, had sent him on some important business,
He had formerly known Ignatius, Xavier, and Faber at Paris, and been a
great admirer of their virtue; and he became more so at Rome, insomuch
that he wrote to his master that men so learned,  humble, charitable,
inflamed with zeal, indefatigable in labour, lovers of the cross, and who
aimed at nothing but the honour of God, were fit to be sent to plant the
faith in the East Indies.    The king wrote thereupon to Don Pedro
Mascaregnas, his ambassador at Rome, and ordered him to obtain six of
these apostolic men for this mission.    St Ignatius could grant him only
two, and pitched upon Simon Rodriguez, a Portuguese, and Nicholas
Bobadilla, a Spaniard.   The former went immediately by sea to Lisbon;
Bobadilla, who waited to accompany the ambassador, fell sick, and by an
overruling supernatural direction, Francis Xavier was substituted in his
room on the day before the ambassador began his journey.    Our saint
received this order with joy, and when he went to ask the benediction of
Paul III, there shone, through a profound humility, such a magnanimity
of soul that his holiness took from thence a certain presage of the wonderful
events which followed.   The saint left Rome with the ambassador on the
15th of March 1540, and on the road found perpetual occasion for the
most heroic actions of humility, mortification, charity, zeal, and piety, and
was always ready to serve his fellow-travellers in the meanest offices, as if
he had been everybody's servant.   The journey was performed all the way
by land, over the Alps and Pyrenees, and took up more than three months.
At Pampelona, the ambassador pressed the saint to go to the castle of
Xavier, which was but a little distant from the road, to take leave of his
mocker, who was yet living, and of his other friends, whom he would
probably never more see in this world.   But the saint would by no means
turn out of the roswl, saying that he deferred the sight of his relations till